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Over the past six months 
the charity, like all charities 
and organisations, has been 
operating under significant 
challenges. But throughout this 
period, the focus has remained 
on the support we provide for 
our children and their families.

Our teaching and support 
staff, led exceptionally well by 
Gillian, have done a wonderful 
job in supporting the continued 
development of our children 
remotely to ensure their 
progress is not hindered.

It was lovely to see Friday 
sessions recommence face-to-
face for a short period of time, 
but it is essential we now revert 
to offering full support online 
during the second lockdown. 
This is made possible with a 
team of creative and dedicated 
individuals, and the trust  
parents have in us to keep  
their children safe. 

Thank you,
Lizann Lowson 
Chair of Trustees

T: 01482 420160
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We invested to keep our space 
clean and safe, carried out 
detailed risk assessments, put 
staggered start times in place, 
and bought duplicate resources 
to avoid sharing.

Our teachers continued to go 
into schools to provide support 
and attend meetings when 
requested, and also offered 
online support via Zoom or 
telephone calls.

Now, as the second lockdown 
has been announced, we’re 
continuing to offer support and 
learning online.

Gillian Bowlas, Downright Special 
Charity Manager, said: “Those 
who were able to return face-to-
face were very pleased to have 
that contact for a short period 
of time and we’re continuing to 
offer Zoom lessons for our older 
children.

“This is helping them to settle 
back into school and continue 
to develop their learning and 
communication skills while still 
supporting teachers.

“We want to ensure their 
education isn’t impacted any 
more than it already has been 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
They continue to make great 
progress at home and at school, 
and we’ll continue to be there for 
them in a virtual capacity.

“Now the second lockdown 
has been announced, all of the 
support we provide is reverting 
to online and will remain in place 
via Zoom.

“We hope to return to offering 
face-to-face support and learning 
as soon as it’s safe to do so.”
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We were delighted to welcome our youngest children back to our Friday 
groups for face-to-face learning for a few weeks, with safety at the heart of 
everything we do.

Grant success! 
We’ve recently had great success 
in applying for grants during these 
challenging times!

•  The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund - £2,000 for 
core costs and our Friday group 

• The Albert Hunt Trust - £1,000 for core costs

•  Hospital Saturday Fund - £2,000 towards funding 
a new Downright Special Health Lead

Friday groups and support 
continues safely online
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There are various ways you can help us without it costing you anything:
•   Shop online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/downrightspecial/ 

• Choose Amazon Smile for your Amazon shopping - https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

• Send e-cards using Don’t Send Me a Card - www.dontsendmeacard.com/

•  Consider making a regular donation through your payroll or www.virginmoneygiving.com

•  Visit our Amazon Wish List if you’d like to purchase an item to help our charity -  
https://tinyurl.com/DRSAmazonWishlist

• Donate quality items to sell via our eBay shop

• Donate raffle or auction prizes

Feel free to contact louise@downrightspecial.co.uk if you have  
any questions or ideas about how you can help. Thank you so  
much for your continued support!

How can you support us?

Downright Special would like to thank 
Umber Creative and GKD for their support 
in designing and printing this newsletter. 
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Congratulations to our former Chair and 
current Trustee, Angela Broekhuizen, 
who recently won the Trustee Award 
in the HEY Smile Foundation Volunteer 
Awards 2020.
The award recognises the excellent work Angela has 
done to ensure Downright Special remains on a strong 
and steady course. Her experience and knowledge is 
a huge asset to our charity.

Our online training  
programme has received 
a great response while 
also helping to generate 
vital income for Downright 
Special. 
Over June and July, we trained 102 
nursery, school, portage and special 
school staff, and parents over six 
different Zoom training sessions.

We had participants from Hull, the 
East Riding, North Yorkshire, North 
Lincolnshire, Rugby and Wales.

Our full training programme is now 
in place for the Autumn term. For 
information about each course, and 
to read feedback from previous 
participants, visit:  
www.downrightspecial.co.uk/training

To book, visit: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
downrightspecial

Online training 
reaches far & wide

Award win 
for Angela

“  Angela’s passion for the work of the charity, coupled with her energy 
and drive, continues to support us to go from strength to strength.  
Well done Angela and thank you for all that you do.”

“  I was really pleased to be nominated. However, I didn’t in any way think 
I would win, so to win the award was absolutely amazing. I feel so proud 
to have been the Chair of Trustees for Downright Special over the past 
four years and to be recognised in this way is the icing on the cake.”

- Angela Broekhuizen

- Lizann Lowson, Current Downright Special Chair of Trustees


